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PLAIN TRUTHS FOR 
PLAIN PEOPLE. 



CHAPTER I. 

A VISIT TO A QUAKER ADULT 
SCHOOL. 

I WAS lately on a visit to my old friend 
Weston at his pleasant country place in Blank- 
shire, and I went with him on the Sunday 
afternoon to his adult Bible-class in the school- 
room adjoining the church. Weston was born 
and brought up in the Society of Friends, and 
is still very much of a Quaker in his convictions 
and sympathies. He reads our literature, 
watches our proceedings, and takes a large 
amount of interest in the condition and doings 
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of the Church of his fathers. Especially is he a 
hearty believer in that practical form of 
mission-work so actively carried on by the 
Friends under the name of " Adult First- 
day Schools." But circumstances connected 
with his marriage and with the locality 
where he lives, have debarred him 
from active association and continued mem- 
bership with the Friends, and he has for 
years co-operated with his neighbour, the 
Rector of the parish, in Sunday-school work ; 
and his Adult Class, conducted altogether on 
Quaker lines, and containing over one hundred 
and fifty men, is an important element in the 
well-being and well-doing of the district. 

A Working Man's Church. 

In becoming by invitation and sense of duty 
the founder and most active member of this 
class (which my friend likes to think of as 
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practically a church in itself), Weston accepted 
the position, not as that of the one teacher or 
pastor of this working-men's church, but rather 
as chairman or president of a company of 
people who are Seekers after spiritual truth and 
strength, and who meet on a common platform 
for mutual help. He holds that no one in the 
class has gained more benefit from the co- 
operation in which they are engaged than 
himself 

The motto of the class, of which he often re- 
minds his fellow-members, is " One is your 
Mastery even Christy and all ye are brethren^ 
He loves to trace the lines of an ideal Church 
in the consistent and hearty recognition of the 
two fundamental truths involved in this wateh- 
word — the real Presence and Headship of 
Christ, and the loving brotherhood of man. 
As a consequence, he looks forward to the 
Church of the future as a free spiritual 
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Republic. Perhaps he would call it a Theo- 
cracy, based on self-sacrificing love, Divine and 
human. In this Commonwealth he holds there 
will be no cramping monarchy of the one-man 
system, no clerical order even in its simplest 
form, no slavish adoption of human creeds and 
definitions, no ceremonial observances and 
stereotyped arrangements. All is to be 
genuine and fresh and helpful under the leader- 
ship and inspiring power of the living Christ. 

The aim of these unpretending villagers 
whom Weston has gathered round him is to 
work on the lines indicated to the best of their 
power ; and they feel they have already had 
their reward in the increased reverence and 
integrity of their members and their house- 
holds ; in the awakening of many who had 
been indifferent ; in the enlightenment of many 
perplexed souls ; and in the peace and hope 
of some discouraged and heavy-laden ones. 
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As the men were gathering, and while some 
routine matters were being attended to, I occu- 
pied myself in studying faces and other indi- 
cations of character. The district is mainly 
agricultural, but there are two large factories or 
mills in the village, which employ some hundreds 
of people, and it was evident that many of those 
present were of this shrewd, energetic, artisan 
class ; though there were not a few of the some- 
what slower, but solid and thoughtful people 
engaged on the land. 

When the arrangements were completed and 
sundry notices given out, the President rose, 
and at once the whole company was hushed 
into silence, and a few minutes were reverently 
spent in lifting up the heart to God without the 
intervention of any words. Those few inspiring 
moments seemed to give tone to all that fol- 
lowed. 

I found that the class were going week by 
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week through the Gospel according to John ; 
and a few verses were read from the third 
chapter by two of the men, who had been 
requested the week before to do this and to 
offer any brief comment they might wish upon 
them. But it was evident from what followed 
that not only these two, but the majority of 
those present had been seeking for light, and 
had given some thought and research to the 
subjects suggested by the verses. My friend's 
zeal and enthusiasm about Divine things, mani- 
fest from week to week, had plainly " provoked " 
or stirred up very many, and I felt how much 
better it was so, than if they had just come 
as auditors to hear a discourse. The 
comments of the readers were made in 
great simplicity and brevity, and with 
but little dogmatism; and it was interesting 
to note that several of their points were put 
interrogatively, as if they felt they had not 
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yet reached all the meaning, but were seeking 
further light. 

The attention of the class was soon specially 
fastened on two or three verses. I understood 
there had been some Revivalist addresses in 
the village during the preceding week, in which 
extreme statements had been made about 
Christ's Redeeming work, which had jarred on 
the feelings of many, though apparently accept- 
able to others. As a consequence the com- 
ments soon centred round those wonderful 
words beginning, " God so loved the world,'* 
and the conversation became gradually di- 
rected almost exclusively to such subjects as 
the Atonement, Expiation, and Propitiation. 

After many' questions had been put, and 
points raised and texts quoted in support of 
different conclusions and definitions, there came 
at length a pause, and then Weston — who had 
been keenly following the conversation and 



i6 PLAIN TRUTHS FOR PLAIN PEOPLE. 

noting the questions — saw that the time had 
come for his comments and suggestions, and he 
had the advantage of an audience which had 
become, by the very method adopted, thoroughly 
aroused and earnest to hear and learn. 



CHAPTER II. 

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD. 

Weston's comments, as he briefly summed up 
the subject that had been under consideration, 
seemed to me worth noting down, and were 
very much as follows : — 

"We shall all agree that we could not have 
a greater theme for reverent consideration 
than the one that has occupied our attention 
this afternoon. And if we find a good deal of 
diversity among Christians in their way of 
speaking about it, I think we shall see that this 
is no more than must be expected from the 
nature of the subject and the nature of men's 
minds. We know so little comparatively about 
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God, and about the spiritual world and its laws, 
that it is not surprising that people are often 
differently impressed with different aspects of 
this great subject. 

" But, while saying that, I would remind you 
that the character of God's action and message 
to the human race through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, is in one aspect — and that its main 
aspect — ^very comprehensible and very natural. 
That God our Father should love His children 
everywhere and under all circumstances, and 
should always be seeking to do them good, is 
only what we should expect. That, even when 
they are perverse and rebellious and blind to 
His love. He should love them still, and should 
yearn over them, and should send His merciful 
messages to win them back, and should reach 
out His hand to deliver and put right, is also 
what we should expect And is not this in 
brief the doctrine of the Atonement so far as it 
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comes home to practical people and to finite 
minds ? 

" Probably this broad and simple view of the 
subject would be acceptable, as far as it goes, to 
the great majority of sincere Christians, however 
much they may differ in their way of putting 
the question in detail. We may, perhaps, go 
further, and say it would be a good thing for 
many worthy people if they would stop there, 
and no longer insist on their own phrases in 
dealing with this profound and, in some respects, 
unsearchable truth. 

" How simply and naturally it is put in the 
verse we have been considering : * God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son^ 
that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish^ 
but should have everlasting life' You see it 
does not say * Whosoever believeth in the 
doctrine of the Atonement, or in Christ's 
death, or His blood, or His sufferings,' or any 
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Other of the phrases often used in connection 
with this subject. But it simply says, * Who- 
soever believeth on Him.* The expression 
obviously implies a personal triist in a per- 
sonal Saviour, who has made Himself known 
to the contrite heart. 

" This trust or faith, which, as we were fitly 
reminded just now, includes loving obedience, 
becomes a connecting link between the soul and 
God ; and the union is found to be an actual 
spiritual fact that may be known and experi- 
enced by the simplest person. It means con- 
fidence in God and union with God, as we see 
Him in Christ. And such a union must mean 
to us spiritual life and growing health and 
strength. Or, to put it in another way, it means 
Salvation. It means Christ's atoning or recon- 
ciling work. What more do we want ? I some- 
times wish that all the writings and speculations 
of theologians on this subject that go beyond 
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this could be pitched into the fire and destroyed, 
and that the Churches might rest in the simple 
but energising truth of the love of God in 
Christ." 

" I wish they could," exclaimed an ardent 
member of the class, who seemed to be 
thoughtfully weighing every word that was 
spoken, and was taking occasional notes. " I 
wish they could, sir ; but where would 
you stop ? Wasn't St. Paul a theologian ? 
Would you burn up his writings with the 
rest ? " 

" My friend has perhaps caught me indulg- 
ing in too sweeping a proposal," said Weston, 
with a quiet smile. " At the same time, I doubt 
if there is anything in Paul's writings properly 
understood that does go beyond the broad 
statement of God's redeeming love in Christ, as 
I have tried to put it. But let us reserve that 
point for a later discussion. 
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" I come now to say a word or two on the 
difficulties connected with this subject which 
are perplexing many sincere minds even in our 
own circle. Now, what do these difficulties 
spring from? I think they arise partly from 
theologians, preachers, writers of hymns, and 
other public persons who, in their efforts to 
define deep questions relating to God and the 
soul, have based their explanations on human, 
and often unworthy lines of thought. What a 
blessing it would have been to the Church 
Universal if these influential people had learned 
the truth so well expressed by the poet 
Whittier:— 

" Nothing can be good in Him 
Which evil is in me ; 
The wrong that pains my soul below 

I dare not throne above ; 
I know not of His hate — I know 
His goodness and His love. 

"But not only have these *iron creeds,' as 
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Whittier calls them, been deduced from frag- 
ments of the letter of Scripture rather than 
from its spirit, but in days, that are now 
happily almost over, they have been forced 
upon people almost on peril of their Salvation. 
How terribly mischievous this has been in the 
past I have often tried to point out. The 
Apostle dealt with this dogmatising ten- 
dency very effectively when he said : * The 
kingdom of God is not in word, but in 
power.' 

" One of our friends just now spoke rather 
severely about * modern notions * ; which he said 
were upsetting everything. I can sympathise 
with his feelings as to the manner of handling 
great spiritual questions, because I have a 
strong conviction that free inquiry into religious 
subjects is only safe when carried on in a spirt 
of deep reverence, and an earnest desire for the 
enlightenment that comes from God. 
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** But with that safeguard, the spirit of honest 
and courageous examination as to the sure 
foundations of religion, which is so much astir 
in all the Churches and elsewhere, is destined 
to do a great and necessary work. Its ten- 
dency is to sweep aside all that is worthless and 
unreal, or to burn it up in the fire of Truth. 
The process by which this is going on, often 
seems ruthless and irreverent in its action, and 
may well make thoughtful men anxious; but 
after all it is a long way better than the most 
orthodox apathy about Divine realities ; which 
is another danger to which some people are not 
sufficiently alive. The effect of all this daring 
investigation is, that though humanly-devised 
Creeds are everywhere crumbling, the character 
of true Religion is being cleared and simplified 
and shown to be practical. As some one says 
on this subject, * the things that can be shaken 
had better be shaken and overthrown and 
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cleared away.' It is Truth alone that is 
unshakeable. 

"There are still a number of points upon 
which I should like to say a word, but I notice 
that our time is up, and I know how many 
engagements and duties some of you have 
on Sundays. No doubt you would all wish 
that we should return to the subject next 
week." 

There was some little conferring for a minute 
or two among the men, and then one of them 
rose and said that they were all anxious to hear 
the rest of Mr. Weston's comments on the 
subject they had been considering, and he 
suggested that a special meeting should be held 
the next Wednesday evening, if that time 
would suit the President. This proposal was 
supported heartily from all parts of the room> 
and so it was finally fixed. 

Again came that solemn hush over the com- 

3 
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pany, which is so indescribably impressive. 
This closing time of " grace '* was broken by a 
few trembling words of prayer, and then the 
company quietly dispersed. 



CHAPTER III. 

ADDRESS ON THE ATONEMENT AND 
EXPIATION. 

** Do you think that the prospect of an 
address on so abstruse a subject as the Atone- 
tnent, is likely to draw any considerable 
number of your members from their gardens 
and relaxation, on , such a beautiful evening as 
this ? " As we walked down to the schoolroom 
on the appointed evening, I tried thus to 
prepare my friend Weston for a very select 
company to listen to his address. 

" We generally have good meetings, even on 
week-days,'* he replied ; "and at such times the 
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men often extend the invitation. But we shall 
soon know how things fit in/' 

On our arrival at the place of meeting I was 
surprised to find the room well filled. There 
were probably three hundred people waiting for 
us. The members of the class seemed to be in 
full force, accompanied in some cases by their 
wives. There were also a number of other 
visitors, including the Rector and some of his 
household, the Baptist and Wesleyan ministers, 
and even the itinerant Revivalist whose style 
of teaching had been incidentally referred to at 
the previous meeting. 

The proceedings commenced as before with 
a few moments of reverent waiting on the Lord 
in silence, the liberty and appropriateness of 
which all must have recognised. Weston then 
for the benefit of the visitors gave a brief out- 
line of what had already passed, 'pointing out 
again the beautiful simplicity and naturalness 
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of God's atoning love in Christ, and referring 
to the perplexities that have been created on 
this great question by the incongruous schemes 
and systems which have been devised by 
theologians, and propagated continually by 
preachers, teachers, and hymn writers. He 
then proceeded somewhat thus : — 

'* But probably a still greater cause of diffi- 
culty in the reception of this great truth is to be 
found in the imperfection of human language. 
We must remember that words are human 
things, and that they are subject to change and 
decay like other works of man. In the course 
of generations words are often found seriously 
to alter their meaning. Sometimes they de- 
generate, and lose much of their original force 
and comprehensiveness. Sometimes a wild 
word which has been adopted from heathenisni, 
and apparently converted to Christian use, 
slides back in the course of ages, and its old 
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heathen origin betrays itself again ; and all 
this down-grade goes on by such a slow pro- 
cess that no wonder the tendency is often 
overlooked ; and yet so serious are the conse- 
quences, that two or three misleading words 
have actually twisted men's ideas about Divine 
things, and even changed the current of 
religious thought. 

** We can best illustrate this point by examin*- 
ing one or two words that have been freely used 
in our discussion. Take the word * Atonement ' 
for instance. As we were reminded on Sunday, 
the genuine and true meaning of this word is 
* Reconciliation.* Nothing more and nothing 
less. 'Atonement* more clearly than many 
words, bears its meaning on its face. It means 
making those at one who were before separate 
and opposed. When applied to spiritual things 
it means the reconciling of the soul to God. It 
never means the reconciling of God to the souly 
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though in many theological creeds you will find 
this monstrous notion asserted or implied \ 
Christ's Atonement is in fact and in itself a 
declaration that God does not need reconciling, 
but that His love for His wandering children 
is so great that He comes in the person of His 
Son, to seek them and win them back. When 
the wanderers recognise God's voice and God's 
love in Christ, and respond to His call, they 
realise the Atonement. They return to the 
Father's house and trust Him, and submit joy- 
fully to His government, and so are ' reconciled 
to God through Jesus Christ' All this is simple, 
and natural, and easy to understand, and what 
more do we need } 

" But the word 'Atonement * is one of that 
class of words to which I referred that have 
been gradually changed and shall I say dis- 
torted ; and so it has come now with many 
people to mean Expiation. It is on this 
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account that some of us never use the word 
•Atonement ' if we can avoid it, for fear of being 
misunderstood . ' Reconciliation ' is a better 
word, and you know it is the New Testament 
word. It is, I think, significant that such 
words as 'Atonement' and 'Expiation' are 
not to be found anywhere in the New Testa- 
ment! 

" But I go further than that. After years of 
thought and research on the subject, I have long 
come to the conclusion that the idea which 
these words now often represent is not to be 
found there either ;— that it is in fact a heathenish 
thought, and therefore repugnant to the general 
tenor of New Testament teaching. No doubt 
there are many people who think they do find 
the idea in the New Testament, though not the 
word. But when you come to look at the texts 
referred to, and seek to ascertain their true 
meaning by getting below the surface — testing 
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them by the general tenor of Christ's teaching 
and spirit, examining the context, and making 
the needful allowance for Jewish figures and 
methods of thought — ^the idea which I have 
called a heathen idea, seems to me largely to 
•disappear. No doubt there are some expres- 
sions even in the New Testament that cannot 
be easily explained ; but is that not so on 
some other grave questions? You may find 
texts and phrases that seem to imply — if not 
positively to assert — the narrowing of God's love 
to a few ; that appear almost to teach Fatal- 
ism and Divine arbitrariness ; that even seem 
to favour the extreme Calvinistic doctrine of 
Reprobation ; and yet Christians generally 
now agree in setting that dreadful dogma 
aside. I trust many of us may live to see the 
day when the idea involved in the theological 
terms * Expiation ' and * Substitution ' will be 
placed on the same shelf." 
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" Will you explain, sir, what Expiation and 
Substitution really mean ? " said a thoughtful- 
looking man, whom 1 set down as an agricul- 
turist. 

" Expiation," replied Weston, " may be de- 
fined as compensation or satisfaction offered to 
God for the wrong-doing of the human race. 
In seeking to look at this definition in the light 
of Christ's spirit, one feels that the compen- 
sation that God wants for the unworthy and 
rebellious past is repentance and a changed 
life ; a trustful and obedient life. Christ 
brings this about by revealing to the soul — in 
His incarnation^ His sufferings, His death, and 
His active energising work now — the pitying 
restoring love of God. I see in all this— not a 
payment or compensation in the ordinary sense 
of the word — but a Divine pledge which brings 
boundless hope and comfort to the contrite 
soul. 
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" It is strange that those who use this word 
* Kxpiation ' as applicable to the suflFerings and 
death of Christ, do not see that it strikes at the 
root of free forgiveness. That which is bought 
and paid, for cannot be said to be freely given. 
When our Lord spoke of,* Giving His life a 
ransom for the many,' He was obviously refer- 
ring to the effect of His redeeming work on 
souls in bondage, not to any effect upon a 
hostile power that was holding them in bond- 
age He was preaching deliverance to cap- 
tives, not payment to blind unbending law. It 
is true, indeed, that the Lord had to pass 
through terrible suffering, ignominy, and death, 
in seeking to reach the captives and to set 
them free ; but His purpose was Salvation, not 
Expiation. This is finely brought out in the 
well-known hymn : — 

*' But none of the ransomed ever knew 
How deep were the waters crossed. 
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Or how dark the night that the Lord passed thzougb* 
Ere He found His sheep that were lost. 

Lord ! whence are those blood-drops all the way 

That mark the mountain track ? 
They were shed for those who had gone astray. 

Ere the Shepherd could bring them back. 

*' The more I think of this subject the more 
convinced I am that this thought of Expiation, 
wherever found, has grown out of man's failure 
to realise the depth and fulness of God's love 
to His children. Probably this is the true 
explanation of many of these unsatisfactory 
theological schemes and theories about Christ's 
redeeming work. What a blessing it would be 
if Christian people would discriminate on this 
great question, and would remember that the 
true ground of forgiveness is this wonderful 
love of God, and that Christ's sacrifice for our 
sakes in His human life and death was the 
supreme pledge of that love. 
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" Substitution, as it is ordinarily understood, 
is thus defined in the children's hymn : — 

He knew how wicked man had been« 
He knew that God must pnnish sin ; 
So out of pity Jesus said 
He'd bear the punishment instead. 

" One can understand the winsomeness of the 
thought expressed in these words. To bear the 
punishment instead of poor helpless souls who 
would be crushed by it, is so noble and self- 
sacrificing and good that the thought of it may 
well draw men to Christ The goodness and 
self-sacrifice cannot be too much dwelt upon ; 
, but its purpose may be — and I think has been — 
gravely mis-stated. How imperfect and un- 
satisfactory this doctrine of Substitution is will 
be seen when we consider Christ's purpose in 
coming into the world. As the Scripture puts 
it, this was — not to satisfy some supposed penal 
law, but to rescue men from the power of sin^ 
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and to assure them of God's forgiving love. 
Christ did not die instead of us, which is what 
Substitution means. He died on our behalf^ to 
reach us with God's message and help, and to 
bring us back to our Father's house. And so 
the words of the hymn give a very imperfect 
view of God's deliverance and free forgiveness - 
in Christ. Nay, they give a grievous miscon- 
ception of it." 



CHAPTER JV. 

GOD MUST PUNISH SIN—SUBSTI^ 
TUTION, 

** Will you excuse me interrupting," said a 
scholar, whose earnest intelligent face had 
impressed me on Sunday ; " but is it not a 
fact that, as the hymn says, God must punish 
Sin ? " 

"Certainly," said Weston ; " or, as some 
would prefer to put it. Sin carries its own 
penalty with it as surely as any other breach 
of God's laws. If you put your hand into 
the fire it will be injured, because you are 
acting contrary to the law of Nature, by 
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which we mean the law of God. If you 
commit a sin — that is, break a spiritual law 
of God — ^you will just as certainly injure your 
spiritual nature, and so bring upon yourself 
the inevitable penalty. 

"Some of you may have seen a dreadful 
book published a while back called * Letters 
from Hell/ in which these penalties of sin — 
brought upon themselves by rebellious souls — 
are described in awful detail. But we have no 
need to go to the land of Sheol to be con- 
vinced that sin is certain to bring its punish- 
ment, and that * what a man soweth that shall 
he also reap.' To that truth we can all testify 
from personal experience. But have we any 
warrant for thinking that God, the infinitely 
just and good, who attaches penalty to the 
breach of His law for a wise and beneficent 
purpose, would be likely to transfer this penalty 
to another, in order to carry out the form apart 
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from the purpose? Is such an idea either 
Scriptural or reasonable ? Nay, is it even 
possible? To answer this let us consider for 
a moment the real character of some of those 
consequences of sin which the hymn gives us 
to understand Christ bore instead of us. 

" On this dreadful subject the words ' Hell ' 
and * Death ' naturally come to our minds. 
Perhaps the first of these will hardly by itself 
give us the truest idea of the punishment 
that is certain to follow wrong-doing. Hell-fire 
is, after all, only an intense figure, designed to 
bring home to men's minds something of the 
anguish and misery that are the inevitable fruits 
of sin. Like some other religious figures it is 
often so grossly literalised, and so limited to 
an unknown future, that its terribleness is, in 
many cases, grievously discounted and over- 
looked. But thoughtful people are coming 
more and more to see that Hell begins to the 

4 



42 PLAIN TRUTHS 

wicked in this life ; and it is in this broader and 
fuller sense that we should understand it. 

" Then we are told over and over again in 
Scripture that the penalty incurred by wilful 
and persistent rebellion against God is Deatii. 
* The wages of sin is death.' How are we to 
understand this.? Obviously we have once 
more a figurative expression that requires care- 
ful consideration. We need not think of it as 
having any reference to the death of the body, 
which is a Divine arrangement having probably 
no connection whatever with the inroads of sin. 
It is spiritual Death that must be meant by 
this figure, and this again is terribly operative 
in our present life. 

" Some one describes this condition as a sort 
of creeping paralysis, full of misery and helpless- 
ness. In other words, it is an awful though 
gradual detachment from the Source of life 
and goodness — a revolt — in fact, a separation 
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(so far as this is possible) from God. When 
the sun is out of our sky we call it night ; when 
God is disowned by the soul, its hopeless, dark 
condition is fitly spoken of as Death. In the 
act or attitude of sin we practically break away 
from our Father, and set up to be gods to our- 
selves. We act as if the one purpose of life 
was self-pleasing, instead of loyal co-operation 
with the Will of God. Then, like the Prodigal 
in the parable, we sink lower and lower ; this 
dying to goodness being part of the inevitable 
penalty. The animal and selfish nature keeps 
growing, while the spiritual and nobler faculties 
gradually wither up. Hope fades away and 
Conscience becomes paralysed ; though every 
now and then it wakes up screaming with 
agony from the gnawings of remorse and dis- 
appointment, and the dread — never altogether 
stifled — of some Judgment to come. And when 
— to the Soul that is still in rebellion — ^this 
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life comes to an end, all this dull misery and 
fear and restlessness become, as we believe, 
intensified a thousandfold in the Hell beyond 
the grave. 

" Now which of all these terrible forms of 
punishment did Christ bear instead of us ? Not 
one, we all feel assured. He could not be really 
separated from God. He suffered no harden- 
ing of conscience ; no spiritual paralysis ; na 
stings of remorse. If He ' descended inta 
Hell ' and visited ' the spirits in prison ' in the 
other world, we may be certain 'it was not as a 
Prisoner, but as a Messenger with good tidings. 
Yes, may we not even hope that it was as a 
Deliverer, seeking to rescue these long-lost 
prodigal souls? 

" What, then^ you will ask, did Christ do for 
us } In considering that, please note that He 
is never called our Substitute in Scripture, or 
anything corresponding to it. He is constantly 
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called our Saviour, He came, not to pay a 
penalty, but to effect a great deliverance. In 
this rescuing work Christ did pay a terrible 
penalty, but His purpose was Rescue and not 
vicarious suffering. He plunged into a sea of 
sorrows for our sakes, but His object was to 
save those who were perishing, not to perish or 
suffer in their stead. 

** Let us illustrate this in another way. 
Suppose a man rushes into a burning building 
to save a helpless girl who has been perversely 
playing with fire and caused a conflagration ; 
and suppose the rescuer is seriously injured in 
his efforts to save her; who would think of 
describing his object as that of paying the 
penalty of the girl's carelessness, and ' bearing 
the punishment instead ' } It is true he does in 
a sense bear this penalty by the injury he 
sustains, but his purpose is rescue. So it is 
with Christ. And the question is not one of 
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mere words. It involves, I think, the real 
purpose of our Lord's mission. He came to do 
a mighty and most practical work. He came 
to save us from sin ; not from the suffering 
caused by the sins already committed, but 
from sin itself and its terrible down-dragging 
force. 

" This part of our subject is worth dwelling 
upon, because we shall find in it the very kernel 
of that great problem — now more than ever to 
the front — What was the purpose of Chris fs 
coming ? In dealing with that pregnant inquiry 
let us ask ourselves. What do we all feel that we 
want from God ? Do we not want a plain and 
an undoubted assurance that with all our past 
rebellion and neglect, we have not exhausted 
His love ? Do we not want to be certain that 
there is forgiveness as to the past, and a wel- 
come for us all in our Father's house ? Do we 
not want to be sure that God is on our side ? 
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Above all, do we not want direct and effectual 
help from God in setting us free now, not from 
suffering but from wickedness ; help in breaking 
the fetters of evil habit and evil desire, and so 
being really saved from our sin ? Now in Christ 
we have all these wants supplied. His ife and 
death for our sakes assure us of thac inex- 
haustible love of God our Father which means 
forgiveness and welcome to all who return and 
obey ; and the Presence of this same veritable 
Christ in our hearts brings to all who seek for 
it the needed guidance and help for winning the 
victory over sin, and for establishing the King- 
dom of Heaven within us. 

For Christ's Sake. 

" There is a substitutional phrase in very 
common use, to which I will here briefly refer. 
We continually hear the expression in prayer, 
* We ask these mercies for Christ s sake.' What 
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does it mean? Does it not obviously imply- 
that God may be likely to grant us blessings for 
the sake of Christ which He would not grant for 
our own sakes ? But is this really the attitude 
of our Father towards His dependent children ; 
or is He not rather to be spoken of as * more 
ready to give than we are to receive/ and as 
* plenteous in mercy unto all that call upon 
Him * ? Remember again that this phrase, \ for 
Christ's sake/ is neither a Scripture expression 
nor a Scripture thought You may search the 
New Testament through, but you will find 
nothing like it. To ask * in the name of Christ ' 
is a totally different idea. In our contrition 
over the unworthy past we may well feel the 
need of this blessed introduction to the Infinite 
Presence, to g\v^ us confidence at His Throne 
of Grace. To ask in the name of Christ is to 
plead God's unchangeable love, of which we 
have the supreme manifestation in Christ. To 
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ask * for Christ's sake ' is to imply that God's 
love is restricted ; and this is contrary to the 
declaration we have been considering, that 
* God so loved the World !' " . 

" But, sir," said an elderly, thoughtful-look- 
ing man, " what do you say to St. Paul's words 
in one of his Epistles : * Even as God^ for 
Chrisfs sakey hath forgiven you ' ? " 

" I am glad," replied Weston, " that you have 
called attention to that solitary text, because it 
gives me the opportunity of pointing out that 
the verse as you have quoted it is a bad trans- 
lation of what Paul wrote, and that it has been 
corrected in the Revised Version, where it now 
reads, * Even as God also in Christ forgave you' 
That is to say, Christ is God's way of coming to 
us and assuring us of His forgiving love. Is 
not this altogether different from the thought 
that God alters His action for Christ's sake? " 



CHAPTER V. 

PROPITIATION— GOD IS 
PROPITIOUS. 

** Now for a brief reference to that perplexing 
— may I not say distressing ? — word * Propitia- 
tion/ This, at all events, is a New Testament 
word so far as our Version is concerned, and we 
must therefore look at it carefully. In con- 
sidering it, one is reminded of the almost 
universal heathen notion that the gods were 
arbitrary beings, who must be propitiated or 
won over by gifts to prevent their doing mis- 
chief to people. We are justified then, I think, 
in looking upon this word ' propitiation ' as a 
heathen word, since it still bears trace of its 
ancestry in the idea it obviously suggests. It 
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may be true that the majority of Christian 
people no longer attach this meaning to the ex- 
pression. If this be so, would it not be better 
to give up using a word which does not natur- 
ally represent the truth, and which is therefore 
likely to give a wrong impression about our 
gracious Father in Heaven ? To adopt the 
word and all that it implies, because it 
happens to be in the Bible, is practically to en- 
dorse the exploded notion of verbal inspiration. 
" With regard to the term itself, it is satis- 
factory to know that the Greek word which is 
rendered * propitiation ' is practically the same 
as ' the one in the Greek version of the Old 
Testament which stands for * mercy-seat.* If, 
then, you will read * mercy-seat ' instead of 
* propitiation ' in the three verses in the New 
Testament where this word is found, the diffi- 
culty IS abated, if it does not altogether dis- 
appear. We have a further right to take the 
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word in this sense, because it is then brought 
into harmony with the general line of New- 
Testament teaching. With this change 
the word implies — not that God needs pro- 
pitiating^ but that He is propitious. The 
very essence of the Gospel lies in that great 
truth. 

" So, again, with such words as Mediator, 
Intercessor, and Advocate ; they one and all 
simply express the bearing of Christ's work on 
the human soul. We have no right to think of 
them as expressing the Father's attitude in this 
work. He needs no interceding with, no Advo- 
cate to plead our cause, for He is on our side 
to begin with, and Christ's work is altogether 
His work." 

The Blood of Christ, 

" Before closing I must add a word or two 
on that solemn expression, so often to be found 
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in the New Testament — * The Blood of Christ! 
You will not misunderstand me when I say that, 
as used by the inspired writers, it is really a 
metaphor, sometimes meaning the Death of 
Christ, but more often meaning His Life-blood, 
flowing from the Divine Heart to the heart of 
the believer. Many of you will recall the 
striking words of a dear member of our class 
who has lately gone to his rest : * / have found 
out the meaning and the Power of the Blood of 
Christ,^ He was bearing his last testimony in 
this room to the blessing the Gospel had been 
to him, and he summed it up by the words I. 
have quoted. 

*' He went on to tell us that the phrase, ' the 
Blood of Christ ' used to puzzle and distress 
him, because he looked at the words only in 
their literal and material sense, as meaning 
what he called *the Death-blood of Christ/ 
But he had come to see that while the Death 
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of Christ IS the supreme pledge of God's for- 
giving love, * the Blood of Christ that 
cleanseth from all sin' is His Life-blood, 
flowing into the contrite and trusting soul, and 
bringing life and health and strength. I trust 
we shall none of us forget his earnest closing 
appeal, spoken almost from dying lips, — * don't 
be troubled or hindered as I have been by 
words, but remember that it is the power of 
the living Christ that saves, and that this is 
what is meant by His blood.' 

" I reminded the class then, as I would remind 
the meeting now, of Bishop Westcott's words 
on this subject where He says: *The Scrip- 
tural idea of Blood is essentially an idea of life 
and not of death.' And I added the Lord's 
own words, when He was dealing with this very 
difficulty, ' It is the spirit that quickeneth, the 
flesh profiteth nothing.* 

" It would be easy, if time permitted, to dwell 
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on many other points bearing on our subject. 
A number of Scripture texts that have been 
quoted we must consider at our next class- 
meeting. My object in the comments I have 
been putting before you — and which I need not 
say have no claim to completeness — has been 
to clear away misconceptions and to present 
the truth of the Gospel in its simplicity and 
spirituality. Our discussion on Sunday in- 
dicated not a little perplexity in some minds ; 
and the difficulty in most cases obviously lay 
in the meaning to be attached to some im- 
portant words and phrases. Although the 
kingdom of God is not in word or in definition, 
yet, as our departed friend pointed out to us, 
misconceptions about words and definitions 
may mislead and perplex, and even hinder its 
reception. I have had considerable experience 
with men troubled with doubts about spiritual 
things, and I have found that one of the chief 
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stones of stumbling to such is the question of 
the Atonement as ordinarily defined. And not 
only such, but all who want to know Christ and 
His Gospel for themselves, and who cannot do 
with a mere hearsay religion, are often per- 
plexed and hindered by the way theologians 
have dogmatised on the work of Christ. This 
fact is, I should hope, a sufficient answer to any 
who may have been ready to ask whether all 
this talk about words and their meanings is 
profitable. People need to be cautioned that 
in expressing their views of religion they say 
nothing that is dishonouring to God our Father, 
or that is likely to mislead earnest seekers after 
spiritual truth. And, mind you, words con- 
stantly used in a strained or non-natural sense, 
or that set aside our own innate conviction of 
what Love and Goodness and Justice demand, 
are sure to do this, however good the man that 
utters them. If our tongues are to glorify God, 



FOR PLAIN PEOPLE. 57 

and to witness to His goodness, we must use 
them to speak our genuine convictions about 
Him, and not be content with words and 
phrases because they are thought to be 
orthodox : for after all the only safe ortho- 
doxy is the truth. 

" I will close with reminding you of some 
of the great advantages possessed by this 
simpler and more natural view of what is called 
the Atonement, which we have been consider- 
ing. One is that it brings out more pointedly 
the wonderful love of God in Christ, — its free- 
dom from all bargaining, and its power of 
overcoming evil by good. Another is that it 
dwells more upon deliverance from sin than 
from its punishment. A third is that it incites 
to an abiding and filial trust in a Person rather 
than in an act. We gladly bear witness to the 
truth that the death of Christ for our sakes 
was the crowning and most heart- reaching 

5 
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incident of His sacrifice ; but we say that this 
cannot rightly be detached from His life. 
Christ came to live for us, as well as to die 
for us, and who shall say which was the greater 
sacrifice of the two ? However this be, we can 
quietly rest in the fact, which we can test and 
prove for ourselves, that Christ's Gospel is the 
power it professes to be to all who respond to 
His call and remain His disciples. However 
varied or dim our views on minor aspects 
of this great subject, we can all wel- 
come the broad statement of the Apostle 
as a simple and comprehensive defini- 
tion of the Atonement : * The Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of tlie 
World: " 

When Weston resumed his seat there 
followed a few cordial words from the Rector 
and one or two others, who would gladly have 
put some questions had time permitted, and 
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then the meeting closed in the usual reverent 
way. 

Afterwards there was a time of greeting and 
hand-shaking which it was pleasant to witness. 
Altogether, I felt that we had had an evening 
to be remembered. Apart from the interest 
always attax:hing to a genuine utterance on a 
vital question, the attitude and earnestness of 
the people impressed me much. My friend had 
put his deep and somewhat abstract subject in 
a simple and unpretending way, without any 
garniture, or attempt at the sensational, with- 
out even the usual relief of anecdotes which he 
-could so easily have supplied ; and yet the rapt 
attention and the intelligent interest apparent 
were remarkable. I could not but note the 
contrast between what I had witnessed and that 
-pf the ordinary congregation undergoing the 
ordinary sermon ; and the thought arose that 
the Church of the Future of which we some- 
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times hear, which is to reach and hold the 
masses, will have to be on the democratic, the 
unpriestly, and — may I not add ? — the unsen- 
sational and practical lines of the Quaker 
Adult Sunday-school. 



CHAPTER VI. 

CHAT WITH THE RECTOR. 

On our way home from the schoolroom 
after Weston's address, he remarked that as 
the Rector had returned from his holiday, he 
would seek an early opportunity of introducing 
me to him. " I know," he said, " your innate 
antipathy to priests as such, but you will find 
my friend Beauchamp a man in a thousand. 
I should describe him as a broad-minded 
manly Christian, who believes in the living 
Christ, and is zealous of good works. I have 
told you how firmly he holds — as the g^eat 
central truth of religion — ^the Quaker's funda- 
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mental of the direct manifestation of God's 
Spirit in and to every man ; and how he loves 
to associate this Divine Light in the soul with 
the risen Christ. I should like you to hear 
some of his sermons. You might shut your 
eyes and think you were listening to a cultured 
* Friend ' of the old school ; before the popular 
theology which Hkes'to call itself ' evangelical * 
had got such a hold of the Friends. Ritual 
and ceremonial he has but little belief in, 
though he of course keeps them up in con- 
formity with Church custom. I think he holds 
your idea that they present a sort of picture- 
book view of Religion that may be helpful to 
the unspiritual. At the same time, I know he 
has his misgivings whether the tendency of this 
picture-book method is not to confirm people 
in their unspirituality, rather than to act as a 
stepping-stone to something higher. But now 
he is back from his tour we will invite him 
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in to spend an evening \vith us, and then you 
will get to know him for yourself." 

The next evening the Rector happened to 
call about some parish business, and was easily 
induced to stay and get tea with us. We were 
soon at our ease together, and the conversation 
gradually took a wide range. We cross- 
examined him about his tour, and then drifted 
to the affairs of the nations, the literary world, 
and the Churches. Amongst other topics, the 
Rector touched upon the Friends, and he told 
us a- story of Lord Houghton and Barclay's 
** Apology," which was new to me. It appears 
that Lord Houghton, when a young man, was 
greatly perplexed with religious doubts, and 
could meet with no work in defence of Chris- 
tianity that satisfied him. He therefore wrote 
to his old friend and tutor, Bishop Thirlwall ; 
told him his difficulties, and asked for counsel 
and help. The Bishop's reply was : ** The very 
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best book for you just now is the Quaker 
Barclay's * Apology ' for what he calls * the 
true Christian Divinity/ Get it, and study it 
carefully, for you will find there the root of the 
matter, presented with force and clearness." 
One would like to know the outcome of this 
counsel. 

After that our conversation turned to home 
affairs, and we soon found ourselves reviewing^ 
the evening at the Adult School on the Atone- 
ment. 

"There was a stranger sitting by me," said 
the Rector, ** who listened very intently, and at 
times with some apparent agitation, to all that 
was said ; and at the clobe he was anxious to 
ask some questions ; but he yielded at length 
to my judgment that it was too late. He 
accosted me afterwards as I was walking home, 
and asked if I did not think the speaker was 
somewhat of a Unitarian.*' 



FOR PLAIN PEOPLE, 65 

" I suspect," said Weston, *' that it was the 
Evangelist who has been holding Revival meet- 
ings during your absence. And what did you 
say to such a home- thrust as that ? ** 

"Well, I startled him by a sort of flank move- 
ment, that he did not seem at first to under- 
stand. I turned to him sharply and said, 
* Now, my friend, I must meet your question by 
asking another. Do you believe in those 
inspired words, "The Lord our God is one 
Lord " .? ' " Certainly,' he said, with some evident 
surprise at the inquiry. * And do you,' I con- 
tinued, * believe that God would have all men 
to be saved } ' ' Certainly,' he said again, with 
his wonder deepening. * But/ I said, ' thes 
are doctrines held and taught by Unitarians ! 
And yet you are not a Unitarian, are you } ' 
'The Lord forbid,' he exclaimed. *Then,' I 
said, * you must see it is unfair to call a man a 
Unitarian because he holds some views which 
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Unitarians also hold. On that ground you 
would be one yourself; for you have just 
admitted that you hold two of their promin- 
ent doctrines ! ' He paused as if a new 
thought had touched him. Then he said, * I 
don't wish to misjudge the gentleman, much 
of whose address I have enjoyed. But as a 
preacher of the Gospel I recognised a great 
want in it. He said nothing of the burden of 
past sins that have to be atoned for and put 
away ; and he made no reference to many 
precious texts that are the foundation of pur 
faith.' " 

" And what did you say to that ? " I asked. 

" Well, the first thing I did was to ask him to 
breakfast with me in the morning, for I felt 
interested in the young man's earnestness and 
evident sincerity, and I thought I might help 
him on some points. But he was leaving early 
for London, so I took his address and mean to 
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write to him. We then walked up and down 
longer than yon would beh'eve, and talked his 
difficulties over, and we really got on very com- 
fortably. I found that, like many other emo- 
tional people, he had not thought the question 
out, nor seen the true meaning of phrases and 
texts that he was constantly using. At last I 
shook him by the hand, and said, * I am sure 
you will allow me, as a man who was preaching 
the Gospel before you were born, to give you a 
parting word of advice. First, don't be afraid 
of the truth, however it reaches you, for Christ 
is the Truth as well as the Life. Secondly, 
don't call people Unitarians because they point 
out aspects of the Gospel in a way that is 
new to you, because that is a mere prejudice 
which will hinder you from seeing the truth. 
And thirdly, in speaking to others about the 
blessed Gospel, don't put doctrines or texts in 
the place of Christ. People are saved by faith 
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in Christ, not by faith in any doctrine about 
Christ' And so we parted. You see I soon 
landed myself in * secondly ' and ' thirdly/ but 
that is the parson's reputed way/' 

'* I am glad you are going to write to him," 
said Weston, ** because his face struck me as 
indicating a mind and soul that would pay for 
labour. As you say, he has found the Life ; 
now let him find the Truth. As regards the 
too common tendency of a certain section of 
professing Christians, to call names and 
denounce, we need not be uneasy. Those who 
preach a brighter and more spiritual view of the 
Gospel must cultivate great patience. They 
will be misunderstood, and even misrepre- 
sented ; but their teaching will gradually 
permeate the Churches, and prepare the way 
for a great ingathering." 

*' I wonder," said Mrs. Weston, '*what you 
said to the young man about the grief and 
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burden of past sin ? I find some of the women 
in my Bible-class puzzled about that, and 
I don't quite know the best way of explain- 
ing it/' 

"I believe," replied the Rector, "that the 
real cause of their perplexity is the artificial 
teaching and scheme-making of the theo- 
logians ; and I tried — and I hope with some 
success — to point this out. I startled the good 
man somewhat by telling him that the guilt of 
sin never can be taken away, though it can and 
will be freely forgiven by our Gracious Father, 
if we repent ; and that Christ's work in His 
human life and death was to assure us of all 
this. Sin, I told him, remained sin for ever, 
but that the evil can be stopped and the mis- 
chief rectified through God's love and power, 
as manifest in Christ. I added — but I doubt if 
he understood to whom I was referring — that 
I knew a man who, though thankfully enjoy- 
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ing abiding peace with God through all this 
work of Christ, never could forgive himself, 
nor easily forget his lost opportunities, nor the 
harm he had done to others in days gone by ! 
The young man asked how such a person could 
be at peace with all this trouble on his mind ? 
I tried to explain this by an illustration which I 
won't trouble you with ; and I added that " the 
only comfort this poor man has is his deep and 
growing sense of the power and love of his 
Almighty Saviour directed to him personally. 
He feels that the work of the Great Restorer 
by which He stops the effects of wrong-doing 
and puts things right, is ever going on. " But," 
I added emphatically, " that is a mighty com- 
fort, and it brings to him settled peace, the 
abiding peace of Christ ! " 

*•' That was well put,** said Weston ; **but you 
must some time give us a fuller account of 
your interview, and tell us your illustration. I 
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feel sure it would help us all in dealing with 
this question.*' 

" I confess/* I said, " notwithstanding Wes- 
ton's charitable remark just now, that I some- 
times feel rather annoyed at this practice which 
prevails among what he speaks of as * a certain 
section,' of calling people Unitarians, when they 
put a truth unconventionally or in some fresh 
setting. It is very strange, and grossly unfair ; 
but, as you know, it is no novelty. No man 
was a truer worshipper of the Divine Christ 
than George Fox, and yet even Richard Baxter 
spoke of him in this fashion." 

" The worst of it is,** said the Rector, " the 
people who talk in this way are apt to stig- 
matise the Unitarians as if they were moral 
lepers, with whom no true Christian should hold 
converse. I suppose I differ from the Uni- 
tarians in what is ordinarily regarded as their 
great fundamental as strongly as any man — as 
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strongly as I know Weston does — but I cannot 
regard them as out of the circle of Christ's 
disciples. I am free to say that, much as I 
deplore their imperfect estimate of the Lord 
Jesus and His work, I honour their fidelity to 
conviction, and their unwavering testimony to 
the right and duty of private judgment. I 
sometimes think that if they had had fair play, 
they would, as a Church, before this, have 
made a fuller avowal of their faith in the Divine 
Christ as the unique Manifestation of God our 
Father. But whether or no, of this I am sure, 
that multitudes of them come under the shelter 
of the Apostle's broad teaching, * He that 
feareth God and worketh righteousness is 
accepted with Him. ' " 
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